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of terrible tragedy, jf havTpx «p al 
of movement, not of staenatior, ^ ^ cmmiry 

on. The Vice President in Ms leadership that hi# ca»irl#4h«'' 

had achieved more than any other ^-T Chicago said 

any other Preaident. He m«#4«st st»t:lng;^^ 

"We at this table perhaps know that best of all . ^pWp» 

taken gigantic and historic steps at hon!. \ We know thzt you - 

have helped men turn aside irol m-! ^ ^ 

tion and contacts for findinp peace ’ Yo^} the board to coopefa« 

K<, no ne=,ro ,‘r, fK. 7. pt-ace. You haye seen also that there can 
be n peace in the world if aggression builds momentum and its appetite 
goes unchecked. 

"With those thoughts, Mr. President, all of us offer you our warmest 
best wishes on your 60th birthday. We offer them with great respect 

to Lyndon Johnson the President and with great affection to Lyndon 
Johnson the man, " 
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The Cabinet then presented the President with a silyer pen set and desk 
blotter, inscribed with the names of the Cabinet members and a record 
of the landmark laws passed in the Johnson administration. The Presi- 
ient responded briefly and warmly, expressing his appreciation for the 
and his personal esteeni for every member "of this deyoted Cabinet." 

rhe President informed the Cabinet that he had met with the Congressional 
leadership this morning. Fie planned a further meeting with the bipartisan 
Leadership sometime tomorrow. Secretary Rusk then proceeded with his 

foreign policy review. 

"We see no sense in giving up our probes for peace, Ihere ^couUi be 
important developments ahead. Ihe prospects for a North \ictnamese 
military victory are slight and they must know it. ' 

Turning to the situation in Eastern Europe, the Secretary umiei score cl 
tile gravity of the existing situation. 

"The gravity is apparent because the Soviet '^^'*''”'1'*' ' 

step despite great and obvious cost to ‘h"n«clves U . ...lalionships 

the enduring enmity o£ the Czechs J ", within the 

onr own among them. . tte cost of creating 

Communist Bloc and within the wo ... " action -- for example, 

ft. peoples of those countries that joined m this 

otile of 
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f f ^^*y thi« declMon despite the«e coats l«dio«t«* 

that the Soviets are either changing their basic attltnddS. ot »f* : 
nervous and fearful and therefore dangerous. ' " ■ 7.'-^^ 


e wet e posted on tlteir troops and movements* But tli#f^weire i 
to make their move efficiently* * * They may have been suirptlsed by 
strength of the Czech reaction and world outrage* They have been 
unable to set up a puppet government In Czechoslovakia* 


was possible that the Soviets could have moved elsewhere* Last 
Friday evening, the President had many ominous indicatioM 

' ]There were fears and rumors about 

Roumania circulating in many Eastern and Central European capitals* 
On Friday evening also, Dobrynin asked to see me on Saturday 
morning, while the President was In Texas* The President decided - 
and I think rightly to issue a strong statement about the dangers of 

unleashing the ^dogs of war* ‘ 


^’The President also 
S a tu r d a y m o r n in g * 
move could have the 


instructed me to see Dobrynm 1 
I did so* I told the Ambassad^or 
most serious consequences* | 


night, nol 
t any new 


^ The Soviets went to great lengths 

««There is another tliat imperialists were 

to build up a pretext for the, ^ ^ attacks on West 

aiding the Czechs. They have made tUcs 

i. It is for ail of us to stay ah rl. 

Germany, h is lor 

,Kpr of the Cabinet that at no Ume. 

,.T * ^av clearly to every n^embi r of understamUng 

"1 want to say cicai^y _ there ever been any 

, a^Hvelv or passively, na., • ^ ....onrdinc spheres of 

In no way. actively f Soviet Union legaiding 

the United States ami ,„trarv to that. It is taue tin 

D 6 tW 6 6 n i ^ ^ I o 1 1 1 X a r y v. e e n 

. r, The Yalta agreement I «.* and that coniU^t be twee 

influence, in , ..i „ i,-,ve the Warsaw iaet, ■ ut tn nut troops 

w*. have NATO and they have tnt ^ right to P«^/J ^ 

But th^l do^-^' ' b ^ ^ 7 ^choB lov-(dvi^* 

taW Denmark or give them P 

r. havrurgad long .-md ‘ romieed in the United Na.tone. 

are entitled to the g c.wiet seizure 
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Secretary Rusk continued wiB^smne comments on the iHafra problem. 

^^Wb have a^^arentiy gained a ten obv agreement now durhigs^diich air 
relief will operate. There is no prmH^mi in getting food and^mlp^ The 
problem, has been getting them ihw Now we have a smaH^i^P 

forward. The Fe^^l troops now occupy thirds^of Bia,fra \Our 

Wadiness and willingness to help is not an is^Hie. . . We have raised>s^r 
ttW $8 million already bid we have people readygo \ 

is situation on the groibd that is giving us the Wmble. " 


THE PRESlb^NT (ll;40a- 11:45^^ ) 

two oartimKve convened and aiw now. 1 think our pkgj 
two parries «niX£>ad our force.s now ^ 

se the best man M I hope that he willl^ci our 

ember, and ourN^ntry after JanuaryX 


can say that we ^ 

the Convention 

ntiom • • 


e all conducted oh^lves P'’'>P"*''gP 

^Wc saw .some good^d some bad come 


at is just where it wX^^u 
Phouglitwas best equipped 

icePf esident. I didn't of 
X .rkamild have appointe. 


"These troop movements and disnn«>* ' ■ . . 

for NATO, If the Soviet armies ^ ^ T* pos<i serious consequences'' * 'k 

take appropriate action. These 

throughout Western Eurone 'vu gi“®at impact „ ■' 

euphoria. Europe. I hey have shaken people out of &elf 

Our bilateral relations have been set back. We must be careful now 

and calculate the new rea1ifi,=.ct „ u, • mum oe carelul now 

t,T ill realities, without any return to Cold War ho»HHtv 

We cannot be haouv with fb^ v , , . <-unv lo v^oia war nostiuty. 

other larve ^ Czechoslovakian situation, but there are 

ot g questions, and they will remain; nuclear treaties, the 

arms race, Vietnam, the Middle East. We have got to find a middle 
groun w ere no doors will be closed to peace -- without giving Moscow 

any impression that they can move with iropimity. 


^ We have special problems in the Senate now with the Non-Proliferation 
Treaty. This should not be a problem because this is a multilateral 
treaty affecting the security of many nations, not just the US-USSR. But 
the Czechoslovakian situation does affect our hopes and plans now* It 
would be terrible if the Treaty were pulled apart or defeated in the 
Congress now^ We need to proceed with great care. 






